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BACKGROUND

* (Georgia played a pivotal role in the 2020
election season by helping to both elect Joe
Biden as president and place Democrats in
control of the Senate. In a year riddled with
demands for greater racial justice, Georgia
elected its first pair of Democratic senators
since 2005, one of whom was the state's
first Black senator.

* This study analyzes Facebook ads run by
presidential and Georgia senatorial
candidates in 2020 to discern how they
discuss racial justice In their digital
advertising.

METHODS

» Structural topic modeling (STM) and
keyword search on the creative text of
90,602 distinct Facebook ads.

* Politicians: Joe Biden, Donald Trump, Rev.
Raphael Warnock, Kelly Loeffler, Jon Ossoff
and David Perdue.

 Timeframe: September 1 - November 3,
2020.
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(A schematic outlining the topic modeling process.)

FINDINGS

 The STM model could not detect any topics
dedicated solely to racial justice.

« Keyword search revealed Republicans
explicitly declared movements like Antifa
“terrorist organizations.”

 Democrats explicitly mentioned Black Lives
Matter and addressed issues such as Black
voting rights.

Republicans are the only
candidates to mention Antifa In

their ads, while Democrats are

more likely to mention Black

Lives Matter and address

Issues like Black voting rights.
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Top Topics

Topic 9: trump, president, now, vote, november, needs, ever, show, time, request, ballot, promises, first, people, election

Topic 7: kamala, democrats, joe, help, will, across, day, country, can, right, know, support, much, debate, election

Topic 2: trump, now, need, can, going, defeat, right, states, month, make, last, win, goal, resources, gop

Topic 18: joe, biden, lead, democrats, country, radical, party, fact, left, like, ready, someone, leader, nothing, really

Topic 11: barrett, court, supreme, president, judge, trump, amy, coney, committed, fight, country, amount, contribute, please, now

Topic 3: take, trump, biden, joe, want, president, sleepy, media, real, like, americans, news, official, now, campaign

Topic 6: can, election, vote, help, win, just, every, take, make, now, 're, don'’t, let, know, need

Topic 14: trump, american, president, fighting, past, years, spent, half, three, fight, administration, country, every, chance, day

Topic 17: list, get, gift, president, trump, matched, name, amount, giving, contribute, please, will, know, final, donor

Topic 4: donald, trump, will, time, help, house, white, 're, plan, care, people, 've, one, say, democrats

Topic 10: president, guest, debate, contribute, presidential, vip, win, please, team, drain, swamp, special, chance, trumps, first

Topic 16: matched, gifts, joe, contribute, sleepy, please, tonight, will, amount, movement, fundraising, help, goal, momentum, make

Topic 13: america, support, trump, today, president, show, election, first, day, official, right, made, great, make, campaign

Topic 1: deadline, 're, grassroots, can, chip, senate, back, georgia, now, fight, need, election, right, race, warnock

Topic 19: president, trump, country, american, joe, right, donate, secure, count, defund, years, four, help, stand, fighting

Topic 8: trump, next, name, donor, hall, fame, will, president, youll, patriot, make, instantly, get, join, want

Topic 15: president, help, step, trump, crush, americans, goal, make, socialist, imagines, left, will, proud, radical, match

Topic 12: next, hour, amazing, step, supporters, president, make, like, strongest, fill, america, matched, without, life, counting

Topic 20: joe, president, biden, people, cant, trump, will, america, message, american, dont, send, one, stand, left
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Expected Topic Proportions

(The top topics generated from the STM model. The one
outlined in red contained the terms “antifa” and "kkk".)

DISCUSSION

Overall, candidates from either party primarily
ran ads requesting donations to campaigns
and voter turnout funds.

Facebook does not allow political advertisers
to run new ads the week before Election Day
(i.e., October 27 — November 3, 2020), so
none of the ads in the dataset accounted for
developments from that timeframe.

Of the six politicians analyzed in this study,
Trump ran the most ads (50,662) in the
dataset, while Perdue ran the least (61).

NEXT STEPS

* Lengthen the timeframe of interest.
* |Incorporate ads from other battleground states.
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